The Colich Chronicles

Summer 2024 Update

It has been a long time since we’ve gotten an update out to you! Seems we
were always waiting for the next event to finish or next news to come in, and
time has just gotten away from us! We do apologize. So...let’s catch you all up

now!

Our return to Papua New Guinea was delayed due to a second carpal tunnel
surgery needed in February to get Kim’s hand functional again. This time we
are seeing good progress! We finally were able to head back in early April. Our
flight from Dallas to Sydney was nearly 18 hours long - the longest one we've
enjoyed (endured?!) so far! After 5 days of some much needed R&R in Cairns,
Australia, we headed back up to Ukarumpa. We have adjusted well again to our
“other” life here. Kim spent the month of May out in the village. He found the
house in good order. NO RATS for several years now! We are so thankful! It
was too costly for me (Annie) to fly out and join him this time.



The day we all finished the draft of the New Testament

It was quite difficult for Kim to arrive and come face to face with our dear friend
and co-worker’s absence (with Kim in the picture above). Tangalau died
unexpectedly last fall. He leaves such a hole, both in our hearts and in the
translation work. The community held a small feast and ceremony so Kim could
grieve with the family and our other co-workers. It was painful, but healthy for
him. Many, many shared tears and memories.

The WORK:

Good progress is being made on the checking of 1 & 2 Corinthians. We had to
postpone the final consultant check of Romans until hopefully early next year.
Four Tami folks are coming up to Ukarumpa in early July to continue working on
the checking with Kim. I have finished the back translation of 1 Corinthians and
am about half finished with 2 Corinthians. After that, only Revelation is left to
do! I continue to be brought to tears often when I'm reading the Tami
translation. It truly has become a “heart” language for me. What a joy and a



gift! We pray that the Spirit of God will move powerfully in the hearts of the
Tami also, as they encounter the truths of God’s Word.

Here is the back translation of 1 Corinthians 13:1-7. Perhaps it will give you
some new insights on love!

If | always speak talk in various mouths/languages of people and of angels’ mouths
also, but, if | do not love other people, ok then, | am like a bell that rings much, and |
am like a drum that sounds pointlessly.

2 And if | speak out the talk of prophets and | know all the thinking that is hidden in
God, and | have great true knowledge/wisdom about all things also, and if my faith
enables me to make the mountains there push/force themselves to go to another
place, but if | do not love other people, ok then, | am like something worthless.

3 And if | would give all my things to poor people, and if | would give my own body
meat to people to hold onto/capture me first and cook my body in fire and | would die,
and | do those things to honor myself, but, if | do not love other people, ok then, all
that behavior of mine cannot help me even a little.

4 The man who loves other people, he is patient and he lives/stays in peace and
waits. He always does good behavior to all people. He never has a bad heart/anger
towards people who have many things. He never raises up/honors his own name
about what he has done, and he never thinks that only he himself is better than all
people.

5 He never dresses himself up/arrogance and isn't haphazardly disobedient. He
never thinks of only himself. He never is angry quickly. He never thinks of wrong that
they do to him.

6 He is never happy about bad behavior. No. He always is happy about the source
of true talk/truth.

7 The man who loves other people, he never allows a thing to defeat him. No. Always
he habitually/always trusts God and gives his eye/watches and waits for God to help
him. And at all times that troubles come he stands strong.




Kim enjoys doing a bit of gardening occasionally.
He is looking forward to his gardenia and rose bushes flowering!

We have been experiencing quite a lot of earthquake activity since our return. I
am so thankful for the healing the Lord did to completely take away the PTSD I
was struggling with after the big 7.6 quake almost 2 years ago. I must say that
I do not LIKE the frequent quakes, but I am able to handle them in a healthy
way now. I still leave my clothes near my bed every night so I can grab them
as I run out the door, if need be! We all face different challenges, don't we? Our
God is WITH US through them all, though! Isn’t He good?! Isn't He faithful?!
YES!!

Here are some specific prayer requests:

* Please pray for the 4 Tami folks who will be coming this Saturday. The 2 men:
Gial & Aitup, and the 2 women Guling & Naimi. Pray that the Lord would get
ahold of their hearts while they are here for the month, and that He would keep
us all healthy.

* Please ask the Lord to keep each of their families healthy also while apart
from each other.

* Please pray that if it pleases the Lord, we will be able to complete the village
check of BOTH 1st and 2nd Corinthians.




As always, we couldn’t do this without you. Thanks for your continued
partnership, friendship and love.

Love to all,

Rim & Aunie (Colick



